
 

                                                
 

— PRESS RELEASE — 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
Mexican President – a strong co-operative economy is vital for Mexico  

Mexican President pledges his support to the co-operative movement and tells the 
General Assembly that Mexico will actively participate in the International Year 

Cancun, Mexico, November 18, 2011 — The President of the United States of Mexico, Felipe 

Calderón, has addressed the international co-operative community on the last day of the ICA’s 

biennial General Assembly. The head of state of the host nation told the international 

conference that Mexico shares the values of the co-operative movement. He stated ‘We share 

the values of co-operativism. Mutual help, fair employment, corporate social responsibility, 

sustainable human development, the participation of citizens and democracy.’ 

The G20 leader spoke candidly about his experience of co-operatives and about the value that 

he saw those enterprises bringing to society, not just in terms of the economy but also in terms 

of human investment. He told the global audience that as President he had the privilege of 

visiting many co-operative enterprises in Mexico on different scales and in different sectors 

where he had seen ‘the social economic contribution of co-operatives’.  

The President continued "You have contributed to develop the capacities of the less 

unfortunate ones. Helped strengthen the social fabric that needs our society that has been 

damaged by the challenges that we have before us. Thanks to the co-operative movement, 

millions of human beings have been able to overcome poverty and discrimination." 

 



 

Calderón renewed his government’s commitment to the UN International Year of Co-

operatives with the words ‘we will use the UN Year to spread the message about co-operatives 

amongst the Mexican people’.  

He also told delegates that Mexico will actively participate in the International Year: ‘We will 

participate, not only with celebrations, which we will hold, but also with actions, positive actions 

and constructive actions.’ 

ICA President Dame Pauline Green thanked the Mexican President for the honour of his visit 

and extended her thanks to the Mexican co-operative movement for their gracious hospitality. 

She paid personal tribute to the President on his government’s achievements in extending 

health and education services over the past five years of this presidency.  

Dame Pauline outlined why it was so important for the International Year to be taken seriously 

by key political and economic decision-makers. ‘Our aim is to make a breakthrough in the level 

of knowledge about the values led, member owned co-operative business experience.  This is 

not an alternative model to our investor led competitors, but we believe it is a better way to do 

business – putting people first.’  
- END - 

INTERVIEW OPPORTUNITIES 
 
Interviews can be arranged with some of the world’s leading authorities on co-operatives 
including: 
 
• Dame Pauline Green, President, ICA 
• Charles Gould, Director-General, ICA 
 
To arrange interviews, please contact the ICA’s Communications Team: 
Nicola Kelly +44 7813 687292 | +44 203 286 8212 | kelly@ica.coop 
Alex Baker +44 7776 152847 | +44 208 144 8456 | baker@ica.coop 
 
Notes to editor: 

1. The International Co-operative Alliance is the global voice for the values-based business 
model of the cooperative, uniting co-operatives worldwide and providing a forum for knowledge 
and concerted action. ICA was established by co-operatives in 1895. It has members in almost 
100 countries representing one billion people worldwide. 

2. Co-operatives are successful, values-based businesses owned by their members. Whether 
they are customers, employees or residents, the members get an equal say in the business 



 

and a share of the profits. The Cooperative principles were first established in 1844 by the 
Rochdale Pioneers. 

Employing 100 million people, co-operatives are significant economic actors in many different 
sectors: agriculture/forestry, banking/credit unions, consumer, health, insurance, workers, 
fisheries, housing, transport and tourism 

3. The United Nations has declared 2012 the International Year of Co-operatives. With its 
theme of ̳co-operative enterprises build a better world‘, the Year is an opportunity to raise 
awareness of how co-operatives are successful values based businesses owned by their 
members. 

4.  Further information available at www.2012.coop.  

 
                                    


