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Understanding our
nistory to build
a stronger future

This exhibition Is a snapshot of

the birth of the global cooperative
movement. In the coming months,

this initiative will evolve to include

other pleces of our collective history.

A booklet with further historical
Information has also been produced

by the ICA to mark Its 125th anniversary.

Download the booklet here:
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founded In
London In 1895 during the
1st International Cooperative

Congress. In attendance were - . e e (EST

ndividuals .
(3.)- All firms, companies, or socictivs, heran called
Collective Members, who signify cheir approval of
. the objects, and subscribe wi? Jers, annuvally, than—
aTha

. ) Generally to promote employment of the
DRAFT OUTLINE of productive industry :

ob’a (a) For removing conflict of interest now

existing bet em s and employed.
2 I—‘ A N (8) For perma raising the posttian of the
employed by tion e profits allotted

ol m wor
the pr

[INTERNATIONAL ALLIANCE

facilities for education, recreation, improved dwellings,
provident provimoms for age, sickness and death, the
development of retined and elevating rastes, the care

i for infancy and childhood, the reward of invention,
&ec

FRIENDS
CO-OPERATIVE PRODUCTION,

MMMMMMMM

Dullaes. | Frams  Shillings | M

|
I I l Objex A dividuats 24¢. | 128 I 1.3
dele a.teS alld V SItOrS frO T =rl=,-ﬁit=_llu-nbei slzs! 0.5
7 (1.) To bring inte relatons [pfuliness th or other eq moncy of the ¢ ere th
’ ’ he are seeking in diffe and in var Member resi SRS
= m j ays 1o vid the presen arfare betw
m n n i apital Labour, vise Tl (3) Indivi ho contribute
C O O e r a I V e S r r e I a N sace, ba b G partn orker. Members.,
, 0 prom he form: e develo RIGH ATTEND
i ' ool embers, on payment of their wubscriptions, shall he
o o o rorking : el furnished with cards which shall eutitle them,
overni sl R e respectively,—or, in the case of Collective Members,
uStralla, AusStria, pelglium S e M
’) ) 5 | fof the tifne being—to attend all General Meetings of
T the Alliance in any Country where it has been formed,
ticutd TING POWER.
mut

4. Every Individusl Member shall have one vote, and

Denmark, France, Germany,
India, Italy, Ireland, the
Netherlands, Switzerland,

Serbia, the UK, and the USALLO-OPERATIVI:

Since Its creation, the

International Cooperative
Alllance has had the primary
responsibility for defining the
meaning of a cooperative.
The idea of convening an

every Collective Member one vote, and an sdditional
. teprosented up to a total of 1o votes for each such

FIRST

INTERNA 8

Draft Outline Plan for an International Alliance of the Friends of Co-operative Production.
Courtesy ICA Domus Trust Library, New Delhi.
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19th, 20th, 22nd, L .
ldentity Is often explained as the

sum of one’s experiences. Today,

International co
cooperators gal
IN the latter half

century specific

cooperators par
the first British

gregation of
ed support
of the 19th

ticipated at
,0-operative

ally after foreign

P, &,

12 & 14 KING 5§
THE INTERNATIONE
15 SOUTHAMI'

our common cooperative identity IS
representative of the experiences of
more than 100 national movements
from diverse sectors. This reflects
the International character of the
cooperative business model, which
has been nurtured by our universal
values and principles.

This exhibition follows the spirit
of the Chinese saying “become
familiar with the past in order
to understand the present” and
resonates with this sentiment
captured by William Pascoe
Watkins:

“Social Institutions, such as the
International Cooperative Alliance,
which lose sight of thelr past are
In danger of losing control of their
future.”

Congress In 1869. Further
momentum was gained after the
Paris International Cooperative
Exhibition and the 4th Congress
of the French Cooperative
Distributive Societies in 1889,
which witnessed the presence of
representatives from Argentina,
Belgium,Brazil, Denmark, Italy,
Mexico, Norway, Switzerland, the
UK, the USA, among others.

Download the booklet here:
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My, C. M*‘Gregor, jun., was elected treasurer inxroom of | = ' . : yart with

. Messrs. Wallace, Hunt, and Smith were elected Mr. Horvorxe said that some time ago he took part with other
ommittee in room of AMessrs. Clement, Tough, and | friends of co-operation in inviting the leading friends of the
adjourned general meeting was held on Tuesday mght. | 1\,qvement at home and abroad to hold an international congress

estions came up for discussion, Mmcluding the proposal | | _ , , Iy j :
wnch shops to meet the wants of members residing at a | 1D Liondon for the promotion of productive co-operation. It had

the central store. After discussion, it was agreed to | since come to their knowledge that a feeling existed which he was
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INTERNATIONAL CO-OPERATIVE ALLIANCE.
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bo miet the T = fnctory inspector, The mnke full ingnivy into the question of an internntional nllinnece,
d o new baildings wers being sottled, and the joiner's and | and to confer with any other bedy of eo-operators having the snme
| - had gone tolocal tendéxmen, and ho hoped some ol bhe | abject, with tha view to establish a plan for complete international

:_\'G‘L'i‘l.ﬂli ?i._‘l.sq:n s given in the ﬁin‘l:l:_i-::'.. Mr. ’IJi'ha:nrm C':"il]_}"..‘rﬂﬁ'r'li.' allinnes,
sehed anditor for nine months; asud tho nominations

— :‘.n.f::_ e

= ’ = ! fter defraying working expenses, interast on eapital, | We may get into larger relations with our continental brothers.
f buildings - &c. y al d pay Jding E18 %o the restrve fund, and £25 ls. to the!| (Applduse) -
- D

area 1n the Ho'ness pottery, amonnied to Il,ltd Ta. 2‘-;]., The (JEXERAL BECRETARY “.iﬂ ﬂ]h‘t in the Mf of tha rﬂ-su]ul:inn

- '] - rt . u | | | | | |
- " ¥ ] v F \'1(] Clld O a dividend over all of 3s. 1d. in the ].:l:-nnf_i,lulnr[ !-?in : Tl : T : Soaie . |
v ) e 24 next tor. My Robert MBwan was | being passed, the question wonld ariss—when snon I3 Com
R o s, et a0 o tollowing wese, sppeited | mitanof o b leted? wnd whelhe by the Congtes,os by ta ! r O u C e r S O u S I e e O a. I I C I a. e I I I e
1 = [ ] sere. Alex, RM*MNail Thomas Byes (re-eleated), an -
i 1 Il I’ h {:’ P 0 u 11 d to 11 0 I‘I -111 GI ue[-: :n:‘n::_:rced to m?; the Tmml £110a. to the Tlenny, Contral Bonrd ? | ’

4 ey 4 the sum of £25 was voted to the Quarter | ~ The resolution was passed unanimonsly. I
wen = o= 0 1 l c d C .'.fwnmn' TN e N hlr. E. 0. Grerxive suggested that it would be convenient if the
1mMeln b ers w ere el . —The quarterly meeting was held on| committee were eleoted either that day, or on the morrow, so that

1) .
. e - g ,in the Institute Hall, when there was alarge attendance | ¢hay might get to work. 3 : :
he present membership is A e Letmmns (resdent) o e chair, e | S DRSSO i v commnithon o lote e s thing I
ing department of £114 1¢  SlSsriire s et o S :
r aY » . ¢ buildings, &e., and payiog all working expenscs, ‘Earmya, after consulting with the General Secretary, as
]' 1 IJ' [ G p d' 1 rn E’I -} aich :-.-ill ,fuw a dividend of 2s. 2d. in the pound to mem- tho delegates if they would rolic iha whather'sa bha ﬂﬁﬂl'rﬁl"ﬂﬁ:d,

L in the pound to non-members, earrying forward £15,

T ) d 1‘ » £y £ 3% T d IJ- i v tled during the goarter, and- nine | and this was sgreed to. [
1 a litl er J - 1 ‘b ( I h cLH t L l i‘ u I-l . B ) gj;n;:'t?t:auiﬂlfrcﬁﬁ:ﬁﬁ is.éﬂﬁé.‘ﬂ 'l‘i:u ?J'L;Tuc_‘tm'e- repoch & ——————————————————————— |
artment of £114 18s. 33d. A dopation of £2 wua

rec to rE iox t, vf- C]_ \rr G 1-[10 I} L}l S s }E::que]gi-. disnster fond. Messrs, Greenhill nnd Montaith Co-oreraTive Rasmies.—The Bedminster Industrial Co.

L o i m
rectors for twelve months, and Mr. A, M. Armit was re- | sparative Society Limited had their fourth ramble of the seazon, n r ‘ r l r l l ' l I I e ‘ ' S
EY- - ] turday, 9th. The place chosen was Brislington, i
r:}'_ ARK {Guﬁr;uw]..—'l_'ha monthly F’Qetlnﬁﬂiﬁgﬂm :?dfr‘m ..,.m}; &T;H“},m #atf:iﬁiﬂ mm T e 20 a a u a e e I O C O O r a. r
Id in the Lorn Hall, Govan, on the evening o i lshis opular gaddank’ noes Bkl S ‘ ’

Y . Diavid Grant (president) in the chair. Inintrodioing

ARK ((IL ASGO 'W) .—The ho semarked ihat it was the plessing daty of ths | whers tea wos pariaken of. Re
- i Al il : t werk Wis b T . .

2 ; ﬁn":-urt;i:!' mﬁpf:cﬁrn;ny.?;r. Cadiz (secretary) submitted Brislington and Uppﬂ Kﬁﬂ?_ lﬂn.,'i_‘_l.,t'

T e o eesiaon . By e was held in place of the first International
e e e Cooperative Congress which had to be

 the various mectings of R Lot R postponed due to the loss of Edward Vansittart
ttee 1'1:;’@(1‘8110(.:6((31(1(“1(1_111 get ek _. - .

2 Q . g 3§ omer w
:;f iijjg]f{::iz]t oFlwo‘:]flJ{l to be Report by the Cooperative News on the creation N eal e " At th a-t tl m e ) th e p rO p O S ed n a'm e Of th e

]_ ,L il ix now being madse 1 the way indisated. Two months'
ekt
nch shops, and the contin of the Foreign Inquiry Committee (1885).

Society were always alloy e alllance was the “International Alliance of the

Ukey eontained refercrces o the annusl Hi:]:l.; tho lpying
iple, but the money spent

LF-I:;_Li]]_ ]_'[31)01,‘1_} p}‘f}greﬁﬁ- Gl Sicna of the Eenside Homes 11_&":.!: W, Iinrclay, the
ial is now being made 1n the F - d f t' P d t' )
» educational committee 3 riends of Co-o perative rroauction .

the rate of £960 per day. N g{ﬂﬁ%?;%g?mgm#_J;E.;fr;[:-f';;:?,ﬁ |

. o . o [Onit alein ieky 3 an I “llbﬂm{-‘bﬂa : g
f the various meetings of Sad Sabue Caniazence danriaion,  The cammiten
'hey conjgned
12l gtone thd

|iu¢§hl}'l.lll¢lm o e brpda inthat district prior to U‘I“"liliﬁ ..r- v 1B

During this 1893 meeting, a motion was
Introduced by Horace Plunkett and It was agreed
to include within the scope of the international
alllance,other forms of cooperation with the
notable mention of cooperative banking which
gained more admirers following the paper on
People’s Bank in Germany by Henry W. Wolff.
Therefore, the meeting agreed to adopt the name
International Cooperative Alliance to represent
the Interests of cooperatives across all sectors.
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|ICA office building in London, UK Global office, Geneva, Switzerland (1982). ICA Global Office Building today (2021)

Principles for the 21st Century by lan Macpherson,
published in 1996 by the ICA Communications Department.

The ICA was formally created between 19 to 23 August
1895 In London, and currently works out of its Global
Office in Brussels, Belgium, and through its regional
offices and sectoral organizations spread around the
world.
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¥r. B. Howcroft,
18 Brook Dene Hd.,
UNS{ORTH, Bury,
Lancs.

Approximately 200 persons from 14 countries
participated In the 1st International Cooperative

Congress held at the Hall of the Society of Arts,
London and formed the International Cooperative

Alllance with the following aspirations:

Make known the
cooperators of each
country and their work

to the cooperators of

all other countries by
Congresses, the publication
of literature, and other
suitable means

Birth of a
movement —
the international one

Bolton Co-operative Guildswomen Celebrated
their branch’s 21stanniversary in October 1907,
the beehive, symbol of industry

Co-op- the People’s Business by Johnston Birchall and picture research
by Bernard Howcroft. Published in 1994 by Manchester University Press (U.K.)

38 INTERK

REPORT

=An Iniermar
Assochuions and

FIRST INTERNATIONAL

comuovenced by the
co-operation pad prof-shasing is all their forms.”
*The Resolutions of the first |aternational Co-operative Congress,

CO-OPERATIVE CONGRESS: (Lodor, Ao

retolotons are as

The Rochdale P;'mwers

RESOLUTIONS PEELIMIKARY TO THE PREPARATION OF A
COXRETI

Elucidate by international
discussion and
correspondence on the
nature of true cooperative
principles

NCW

The Rochdale Society of Equitable

Pioneers and the Share certification:

ICA During War and Peace 1910-1950 by Rita Rhodes.
Published in 1995 for the ICA
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TUTIOX OF THE INTERNATIONAL
C-OFERATIVE ALLIANCE
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o

Artecie 1,
omal Co-operative Allance is created between the
presons now o hercafier adbering 1o the work
late Vansittart Neale and bis friends ; 1o promote

s _,.."fr‘ ;/L/d“fm?ﬁ‘ -

Mt f . honrwe bever (faJ/ 4
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gt vo 2aed, Sgpwﬂan- as guides for the
ates fog the Allasnce, and for it operations.  These
fiodlovw 3 2= S:Lp:grlhj.?}

Article 2.

LES L
B‘
Sy
- N

= The Alliance does oot interfore with politics &r religion.” i wr
| | e D
HALL OF THE SOCIETY OF ARTS, *The objects of the Alliance are defined to be :— 3
(@)~ Ta make known ibe co |.Irl-uu-nl' wach coaniry & dl Wi T F XY
work o ithe co-operators of all siber countries by cos. ‘,'@ -
gresses, the public i:mﬂ-ul'l--:rl.lm and othee 3w |N ;:- .
[ }@“% -
(#) = Toelucidate byirternational discussion and correspondene = -
Igth. ﬂﬂth. 22nd, and 23rd AUGUST 1895, the natare of Inor Co-operative pristaples, ﬁ H
: . (e} “To esahlish commercial relations between the oo-operaton Es

F. 5 KING & SON, |
11 & 14 KING STREET, WESTMINSTER, 5W,

of different coantries for their mutual advaniage®

Article 4
“The Alliance will be careful fo act, as mach as possible, through
the srganisations existing im the various countries.”™

Astiche 5

*The Provisional Central Commines, created by the resalution of

Augast 1geh, b com
welil 1he end af the next Congress.”

* The fllowing are the ml:lh-en thereol -—
Mossicar PANDRIMONT ... ... Lelgium.

wristd &n offioe, with the tithe af leml Commines,

n HII:IH. e .

e -
M E. pE Bayw - — .
THE INTERNATIONAL COOPLRATIVE ALLIANCE, - KErgaLr France
‘i m s -
1§ SOUTHAMFTOR BOW, LOXND0N, W CHARLES Rosex e
Herr D Culger ... ... .. Gesmany

L
INTRODULCTION. 3
40 1

ICA Domus Trust Library, New Delhi (India),

b INTERRATIUNAL CU-OPERATIVE ALLIANUE

NTEENATHONAL Cu-UPERATIVE AL LEANE]
Mr . C 1." _— eee Airemn liritain
Mr Ew th GREENING . " " Article )
hR! HT E‘ L CREY " s ™ Uil thie nest Congress the Central Commttes shall aggess one AFPPENDIY B
M ANE “."!;;n_‘ o " = or more correspondents 18 cach courtry ) and sy deteninine ther
Mr Haswn W, Woire . i * Article 10, LIST OF DELEGATES AND VISITOKS TO THE FIKsT
Commandore Exea Cavarioxi Dby, = ) PR
OFOREVOLE LUk Luzearn ... o |1|-re1|r|.nl‘ :Ii . 5. me.-::r:r-ihrj. 11 :I::?.:.::I .I.I:'l:“.t:l I.!‘ INTERNATIONAL CO-OFERATIVE CONGRESS,
A M. O, NEILSON . ass PR LT T Thuse Cu whiall Do lechd, = a3 [eras Liv alibe, lI1I vardy ol the AUGUST tﬂgs
Th Cammittee shall have power umil ment Comgress to alls -J coun r upﬁl'l ERvitution I!l that country @ uph-u i '
1o its mumber new members, chosen fr |l.l|'-,_: prrsons wha are Cenra I Commitice.  The newt Cuny shall b held nesy year
mlmbu:.-ul’ h rg isations a.dh-: ring t h-r: Alliance, or who adhere Asticle 11,
individuall
" a4 Asticle &, “ Cog-operative organisations, anad individuals, desinng @ h e FRANCE.
1 the AII : ¢ e adrmitied o shif. 1 II- ilic L al
TI: Ceniral Commiitee shall elec I!'n'.-r'.n its own n-lll‘.pq:r:. an Commumitie e rl::: (.-:n l_"__:- ad :J_;“; “r_:d- Lh.L:L .- DELEGATES.
Esecutive “urﬂu. composed of Chainman, Depuy Cla - :"-l‘--' ITI-'I.'r detenmine.® M. CHakLEs Kous - Socigié de la Panicipation aus Béoélices
R l;:nlm 1t as Treaswrer—and & bﬁ‘ q This Bufeau shall s&t = The H.I! noe includes two classes of Members Unica Coopértive. .
it (1) ™ ey -l! aniations hn:':l.' Delegates ba I1 rigg bt — Clambee Consultative des Assoctations Quvrienes
: Artiche 7. . and vote at the Comgres de Production.
“That the following form the Execurive Burcau of the Allance :— " Prers h adhbere indi “hm“!_ I1 \ being debesated Sociéts de Musée Socisl,
EakL GREY, President and Chainnan by a twtﬂ: ty. These hase the 1. |_.“. press F. . M. Patil HoOsERT = :ﬂn‘l-f;c Is Participation nox Bru.-rﬁi:ﬁ_-
H. W. WoLrr, Treasurer. speak al h l'.'m;rnu .A. By af -_.1 ay :-hu AL E'Cﬂl‘lrlul Houguicsy™ Unksn Symdicats des Apriculteers de France. i
E. O, Greexixc and |, €. Guay, Hon, Secrerarnies, with appoint of them: o vole ot y {.,.e nE Favel . . ) /
A, WiILLIANS, as Assistant Hon. Secretary.® Neunhelr_l.i. the I"ruiulrn-l. ‘n'i:t-l-'m-udtnu-. Hom-mr}- M. ConsTaxT Furse - Syndicat Agricele, Boalogne-sur-Mer.
FPresidents, and Members of the Executive Council of the M. M. Bugsox - - @sg-_:;!::-;n d Durm_‘rl pintecs * Lo T ravail.”
) Article 8. Congress of 1895, althaugh W!F adhering as individuals, M. JULEs M . b-m:u-tf de Propagation Ju Credit Fuopulsire.
“The Central Cnmmu shall prepare fw nel prescnt 1o, ﬂ'—t shall have the sight to v at the Cangresses.” AL Tokkes + Boiéte Cosperative de Production.
next International Congress, a l':“"""'F‘.I e Con n for the Allia M. KescaLL + Socifte Ecunomique Agricole.
embodying the objecis a d principles of hu: ﬁll. nnnnnn dedfia t\d- tn o Article 1 .
thede resolutions and vpon the fallowing lines :— “ Sebscriptions to the Alliane unl] i3 t Congr u. ;h.:.ll L a VISITORS.
(8] “The .-’«.I:Iunc :..'h 1 bave & Centzal Comaittos whick shall zu:nljmxlllrmgl per annwn for an indv I 1 andd a1 least Lo for an M, Vicror DELAHAYE - 5i Ouen, Scine, France ; and Loodon.
be elecred a nest |.|'|“,-r|u|i¢n:.| fun.;len, ardd there- L M. F. 5 Lassasig ® - Lomdon )
afier sh 1| and be renewes i by halves at each AL ke Bakox DR Councii - Ambasscwlour de France,
Congress. Th -c»ntf ui ring shall be derermined ar M. CH. Vivasn . « Faris. i ) )
first by lot, anmd afier d by seniomte.  Hetinn E M. E. V. CLAvVERY - = Consul Supgdcant de France,
men h:n.;.r e re-eligible.” Muse, Grax . - Losden
(#) *Ineache r}- there shall be a section, ur:n!r:ﬂ SECTIONS,
of the Alll.i. and & h section shall has !m' tipnal ITALY.
Council. Al m perative bodies a d. i p|. whu DELEGATES.
ha“ha. adher dw h Alliang indiy -!l.!-‘-h1 ithin si ) A ) .
ignor ExEs CAVALIER] Assacianione fra la Banche Popolan, Rowe,
AT B th"wm hudi h h“- Wiamol Coometl Sigoor Cl kLes GoeTrnor - Usnione Cooperativa, Milap.
{e} “The Cnnstilutln shall determiine the respective lumctions Signor Euc Zl'. 10 BENAZZOLE Da. do. dia
of the Central Committee rl Secticnal Cm.mcl.l the S*T( GIVSEFFE CROCE - Ltgl.hi.tm'l delle Cooperative Tialiine.
] Cooperativa Guaniai, Milan,

moll'ubﬁnpi'—u:. and the right and scale of
vvvvv "

Cooperativa Aste Dogate, Milan
C [:mpm iva Ldei Coat ul.m Cremona
Copperativa Ghiaroli Carettier, Crenauns.
Cooperativa Consuluativa, Cremona,
- Undone Coojresativa, Milan.

Sigmar Caxtw Fellazak
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Infrrﬂl m* the rale of' L3, per cont. per awnvm, payable quarierly.

Establish commercial
relations between the
cooperators of different
countries for their mutual
advantage.

Group of ICA Delegates at its 1910 Congress
in Hamburg, Germany, which welcomed
representatives from Japan and India
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Rochdale Pioneers” Share CEI‘i’IﬁCfIfE

Resolutions preliminary to the preparation of the Constitution of the ICA

INTRODUCTION
L)

VISITORS.

Veecwsa - - - La Djaursans,” Rosae,
Sigar weCi - - Tuibunas, Kowe.
BELGIUM.
DELEGATES
M. ¢t Mme C LK
QrikER - - - Federmiy n e Mangues Populaiie,

» Chamdar du Cemmricer Aegls Uelge, Relg
E-uruul.l

Al . o Pedsidens den Bansques Populaines Beoiges.
B A, Mecwa - E v Serriaire Goneral Jdes u.l.'bqun Pugualaizcs
belge.
VISITOR.
M. . Joostexs + Fira Secretary, Bulgian Legation
HOLLAND.
DELEGATES.
M PrEsEsosom ¥ Ed - Mouldlestane van ".la:n. Ll Garangnhagy,
Dy A SLOTEMAK! kK D, Ui 1Y
VISITOR.
Mrll 5] AL - Netherlands Cunsul
SWITZERLAND.
DELEGATES.
H Recroe A - Veew-Froskdert dea Verlandes Ooscbmsis i
Landw. Gesossrechalton Hunaen,
dlerrScumasil STRixmany  Viee-Freshlent  des Verbdinbes Owtschua.: ; 3
Landw, Genussonshaficn Beneen,
SERVIA.

DELEGATE.
l/lh MICHAEL AVEANOVITCH  Directar of the Agrculiussl Co-sjerative lnk

el the Dvjartmefit ol By Dhnala, Bonerdii
AUSTRIA-HUNGARY.

VISITOR
Mr Expes Gyosov - = Iusgary.

DENMARK.
DELEGATE.
. = Danish Corasl.

VISITOR.
lierr Coust AHLEFELLT
lavevic - - - Daajsh Legauion

The International
Cooperative Congress
adopted 14 resolutions
iIncluding the creation

of the Allilance which
elaborated the preparation
of a constitution of the
ICA. Delegates decided to
meet again for the second
Congress in the late
autumn 28 — 31 October
In Paris (France) by which
they intended to mark
further progress in the work
of collecting information
and bringing together In
mutual helpfulness the
co-operators of all nations.
The subsequent years
witnessed the organic
development of the ICA
as one of the most well
represented international
non-governmental
organisations, among the
the first to receive the
consultative status with
the United Nations and

a true global voice for
cooperatives.

List of Delegates
to the first international Congress

ke INTERKATIONAL CUROFERATIVE ALLIANUE
ICA Domus Trust Library, New Delhi (India),
. RUSSIA
VISITOR,
Mr 8. ). Kmiorowy - = Lundon Cunespondent of The Mmoo (3t
llllll laaagl, Lundos,

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.
DELEGATES.

Dy LokisER . . v Tremund Temple, Baiton,
J- B Aviex . . - American Egonomic Assockation, Geargoown,
Terai.

K. 0, NEwso +  Neloa Manulctariog Co., 5t Louis, Miss.

VISITORS.
Jens HolLasbE: - + " Juhes Hepkine ™ Uesvoruly, Hallimec,
W, M. C. STEVENSON - + Pislearg.
E W, Osuway, - . + Mew York.
CHAL ZEURLIS - - - Chissgo.
I. F. Putsam - : + New Vark,

AUSTRALIA

DELEGATE.

Framces H. Sxow, P - Adelaide
INDIA
DELEGATE.

lr’ﬁ:nﬂ'\-n MEexox

ARGENTINE REFUBLIC
DELEGATE.
= hobur, Arpenlii.

ENGLAND.

- cﬂh—:: l}[.'-gl'itd:\urt. Mladrad.

Rev., W, C. KHys

DELEGATES, ADHERENTS AND 'H"ISITEI'R.EL

Bighi How Dok wikny Tmternairmal Co aperativg Ailksnas
Right Hea Eart Stamronn 'l'l':l'-l"rl:'l-id-erll. Labwur .u.u:.u.n.-n.
The COUNTESS OF STAMPGED,
Hoa T. A Huasaey - Internytunal l’.‘a-q.u.n ..l.ll.u.r.u

v Hw.H I;du:z LUSKRTT, Drish Agisulivral Ovganisaiion Soc
F. A Cuaxs E Ini ml Co-cpurative Alliance,
Tuosas Bue Inaernstmasnal Cor sgpurative Alluner,
J- M. Lriag =+ Hon, Legal Adlvier, l-w A
GEOEcE Livisey . o Chaierman, South A alalsn Lags t_.
Groece |_I LT Intwarational C-;-. v AliEame
Prodemeoy Saecmics - - Inbernatiunal Co wjarative Adlianec.
F. Hanprex, | Morth-Wisi Section Coanpreative L
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and so prudent. With your 70 million cooperators to SRR
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Jjustify you in speaking with no uncertain voice - BRI
. whether it concerns the economic crisis or the struggle BSS
iy for peace and disarmament. 2> pper Thomas, the long standing member of the ICA Central Committee
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RAAAAR AN MASAANAANAANAAAAANASL L ANANL b AL AA L SO S Y A and the First Director of the International Labour Organization said this
to the ICAIn 1931 S

- - International Committee of inter-cooperative relations presided
Domus Trust Library, New Delhi (India)

Cooperative principles revisited o T R

The 15th Congress in Paris in 1937 view of Philipe Buchez and Friedrich Wilhelm REESRT 1 93 7

discussed a detailed report on the application  Raiffeisen constituted a collective heritage and PROCEEDINGS

Fifteenth Congress of the

of the Rochdale Principles as well as the guarantees the continuity of cooperatives from Incernational. Co-operative.

Alliance =
) e \)

principle of neutrality of cooperatives In one generation to another (Report of the 15th paris((C L
politics and religion. It also reflected on the World Cooperative Congress). . § 3T

LyNTHON -
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Co-trenaTIve PR G Somery Lmrren, B-11, Trpop Staxer, E.C.4:
and st Manchostor and Newcastlo,

‘works of solidarity and of education’ where _
the ICA, noted the importance of indivisible
collective reserves which according to the

The 23rd Congress In which elaborated on the
Vienna in 1966 witnessed  following key aspects of the
the participation of 528 cooperative business model
delegates and approved — Voluntary membership;
the recommendations democratic management by
and conclusions of the members, limited returns on
Principles Commission capital; surplus and savings;
comprised of members education; promotion of
T — % e, from the UK, USSR, best Interests of members
the repor of the Commission o Cooperative principles (1960). India, USA, and Germany, at local, national and
international levels. The

s AL A e 4 e Congress discussed the

that the Rochdale practices and principles stated below should continue to be considered as essential

- 7 ] ] 7 b i time and in the future ar for ar that
he 23rd Congress of the 1.C A. welcomes the report of the Commission on ::.m:ijf""* cooperative prachice both at the present time and in the fu far

ificati ired by resolution at the aznd . = . .
EE o 4 o o b strengthening relationshi
s that, while there can be differences of opinion as to emphasis or artificial restriction or any , political or religious discrimination, to all s who

: ._ ‘ a significant statement of cooperative principles in a modemn setting. ean make usc of its services and are willing to accept the :e:p-nn:i_'h?li:iu of !njcmb_-:nhip.
' El:lp: bves the Recommendations and Cde:iﬂm made by the Principles However, any cooperative sociefy is free jo assert iis preference for a political or religious ideal, or

inn lovwrs - fe associate ifself femporarily or permanmily with a political pa.r{);_fl mﬂ cares, §f ir for the - -
bership of a cooperative society should be voluntary and available without candidate to membership to decide if this stands in the way of its effective affiliation. O e WI e n I e

] 4 - - - - . - & '} "

artificial restriction or any social, political or religious discrimination, to all persons 2. Cooperative societies are dtmncurfc organisations. Their affairs should be admin-
who can make use of its services and are willing to accept the responsibilities of istered only by persons clected or appeinted in a manner agl:ead by the members and
accountable to them. Members of primary socicties should enjoy equal :thts of voung

© membership. -

. | i 2 & {one member, one vote) and participation in decisions affecting their societies. Flen o

:'\.dw{:?ﬂpc::rjﬁ m“’?_l mddlmqt m“m Their i?Th:houldb!bc cooperative is made up of associafions wbich themseiver are mecessarily democratic (cooperatives, irade .

ek ll;l;:nuhli:m M‘:*m‘h:f:rwzlmed in 2 ““':ﬂ::;uilﬁ':‘d 4 un.'llrllmghnu ;:_ senioms, public institutions), the distribution of wotes may take into consideration the mumerical

voting (onc P yatta) and pu":'lcm nmi.nmdmi:aim: 111':::’:1{; :Ec'u s o importonce of tath atmociation and the interest shown By each of them in the acitvity of the cooperative.

T g Ty - T g g ndﬁ:himltion should be conducted an a 3. Share capital should only receive a strictly limited rate of interese, if any.

democratic basis in 2 suitable form. 4. Swrplus, if any, thould be dirtributed in rueh manner ar mould avoid one member paining ot the
. s = o en i = = - ey,

3. Share capital thould only receive a strictly limited rate of interest, if any. expean of ot e .

4. Surplus or savings, if any, arising out of the operations of a society belong to F'Eg;a;r:riﬂ:fg ﬁﬁ::r::n?;fn:;:‘:ﬁ:n:::ﬁ::h -

the members of that society and should be distributed in such manner as would b. By provition of common services; or,

avoid one member gaining at the expense of others. ' g (e . . - . -
Thie iy be doce by Hecitiog of e wmembery 5 Tlo#: c :.‘I-lj; g:::t:;lmn among the members in proportion tw their transactions with

" ision for devel t of the business of the Cooperative;
':._ Ef E.:-:::::Q .:.Tc.,,:;,ﬁﬁm: or ) A b . All cooperative societies should make pravision for the education of their members,

c. By distribution among the members in proportion to their transactions with officers, and employees and of the general public, in the principles and techniques of
the Society. Cooperation, both economic and democratic.

6. All cooperative organisations, in order to best serve the interests of their members

and their communities should actively cooperate in every practical way with other co-

operatives at local, national and international levels.

7. Cooperators and conperatives have alse a dury: -
a. To facilitate the participation of members in democralic managemeni, through wide
information and possibilities of exchanging views;

5. All cooperative societies should make provision for the education of their
members, officers, and employees and of the general public, in the principles and
technigques of Cooperation, both economic and democratic.

6. All cooperative organisations, in order to best serve the intercsts of their
members and their communitics should actively cooperate in every practical way
with other cooperatives at local, national and international levels.

b. To aim at the dual function of membersbip and participaiion in the aitiviticr of tbe co-
Congress authorises the Central Committee and its Executive to take note of the eperaiive ;
decisions of the Congress on the report of the 1.C.A. Commission on Cooperative €. To abstain fron distributing rbe reseroes during the existence of tbe society ; and),
Principles at the 23rd Congress in Vienna and arising therefrom to make such recommend- d. In case of dissolution of o seciety, to tramgfer the nes assets to anither cooperative or 2
ations for changes in the rules of the I.C.A. as may be considered necessary for the next monprofitable inriiintion.
Congress. Congress authorises the Central Committee and its Executive to take note of the
decisions of the Congress on the Report of the 1.C.A. Commission on Cooperative
Amendment by: KK and YOL, Finland Principles at the 23rd Congress in Vienna and arising therefrom to make such recom-
Delete entire Central Committee proposal and substitute: mendations for changes in the Rules of the 1.C.A. as may be considered necessary for
The 23rd Congress of the [.C..A., the next Congress.
Considers thal the Repors of the Commirtion on Coaperative Principler giver a goed survey of
rhe praciices in different cosmntries and different économic syitems, and offers a pery good basis for
discassions; s = 1 i\ " i Amendment by: Lega Mazionale delle Cooperative, Italy.
Reguesis the Central Commiitice to empower rhe Executive to enguire intp the opinion of 1 At the paragrap '
mational member Organisations of the 1.C..A on the Repors and Propasals of the Commission; “The s 2 5,:#! :!u-l'nlilwi-ng. : i i f
Asks the Central Committee to consider the proposals of the mational cosperative Orgamisa- i reserves shall not be subject to dmn'hl_.lunn. In the event of a socicry b':.m Pres|dent 9 Fran ce
vions and those of the Commission at a meeting preceding the 24th Congress and 1o rabmit its lissolved, its asscts shall be handed r?.anc:hu society or to some disinterested organisa- ) , )
opinion to the Congress; tion working for the common good. Giscard d’Estaing
Reguesis the Central Commitiee to include in the Agends of the 24rh Congress of the 1.0 AL e .
O o L5 R o g h ot bl 184 = welcoming delegates

¢ to 1976 Paris ICA
& Congres

e Courtesy: The Cooperative Heritage
e B Trust, UK

Congress at Vienna (Austria) which adopted the resolution welcoming the report of the Commission on Cooperative Principles
Courtesy: ICA Domus Trust Library, New Delhi (India)
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Cooperators bearing the rainbow flag of cooperation in Finland

Basic values examined

The 29th Congress in Stockholm in  with the United Nations, the
1988 heard a report on Cooperatives  Congress adopted a resolution
and Basic Values presented by ICA with special emphasis on
President Lars Marcus who identified  youth and the participation

the following values as having an of cooperatives in UN Youth
Importance bearing on cooperative Year 1985. Further, it appeals
development for then and for the to support the United Nations
future : Self-help (activity, creativity, International Children’s Fund
responsiblility, Independence); mutual- Immunization campaign

help (cooperation, unity, collective- which resulted in generous
action, solidarity, peace); non-profit contributions by industrialized
Interest; democracy and participation; countries for vaccinations
voluntary efforts, universal values of to various other countries
openness and global perspectives; iIncluding those that were then
education; purposefulness including less developed.

benefit to members. Continuing its . |
reporting on the activities of the ICA Farewell reception for the participants of the 29th ICA Congress in 1988 at the City Hall, Stockholm —

the venue of the Nobel Prize dinners
Domus Trust Library, New Delhi (India)
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centennial
MANCHESTER 1995

Sustainable Development

and concern for community

become part of the
Cooperative Identity

The evolution of the Cooperative Principles

Practices
1844, 1845 and 1854

1. Open Membership

2. Democratic Control

3. Distribution of Surplus
In proportion to trade

4. Payment of limited
Interest on capital

5. Political and
religious neutrality

6. Cash trading

4 mandatory principles

and 3 non mandatory
ones in 1937

1. Open Membership

2. Democratic Control

3. Dividend paid according
to business done

4. Limited interest
on capital

5. Political and religious
neutrality

6. Cash trading

1. Voluntary membership

2. Democracy

3. Limited interest
on share capital

4. Distribution of surplus
[included in voluntary membership]

5. Provision for education

6. Cooperation among
cooperatives

1. Voluntary & open
membership

G LA LA N
6 principles 7 principles
in 1966 in 1995 P
. -f“‘.“ rm i B ¢ ,_
e, L i ,.--:H‘*

2. Democratic
member control

3. Member economic

participation
Limited interest on capital, distribution
of surplus, contribution to capital, common
property of capital.

4. Autonomy and
Independence

5. Education, training
and information

6. Cooperation among
cooperatives
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Cooperative Principles for the 21st Century by lan Macpherson (1996)
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Norwegian Prime Minister Gro Harlem Brundland

7. Promotion of education | 7. Promotion of education

at the 150th Anniversary of the Rochdale Cooperative Society
(1994) and at the ICA Conference Kuala Lumpur (2017)

7. Concern for Community

Women cooperators manifesting their pride
in the Kenyan cooperative movement

The Tokyo Congress, 1992 and the
Manchester “Centennial” Congress,

1995 marked decisive moments in the
history of cooperatives because of

the resolutions adopted on integrating
sustainable development within the nature
of cooperatives represented by the ICA.

The 1992 Congress discussed the subject
of the Environment and

Sustainable Development while taking
serious note for concrete actions to
safeguard the planet against environmental
problems such as extinction of species,
Industrial pollution, slash and burn
techniques, droughts, deforestation,
among others. Following the theme of the
1988 Hamburg

Congress, the 1992 Tokyo Congress
received a report titled “Co-operative
Values in a Changing World” which was
presented by Sven Ake Book of Sweden.

The Congress, based on Its experiences
of recent decades and with respect to the
possibility of more ambitious revision,
recommended two types of principles —

The basic cooperative principles which are
based on basic values to capture explicitly
the universal essence of cooperation and
are eternally placed, and second, the basic
cooperative practices (or Rules) which
should be related to different sectors and
should concretely express the essential
practice and rules for cooperative activity.
It also discussed the possibility of an
International Year of Cooperatives to mark
the centenary of the ICA In 1995. The 1995
Congress In Manchester received a clear
statement of Cooperative ldentity which
was presented by Prof. lan Macpherson of
the University of Victoria (Canada). While
the statement reflected the traditions,
activities and ideology of the first hundred
yvears of the ICA, It was intended to

assist the ICA as the second century of
International cooperation began.

Download the booklet here:
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Argentina

El Hogar Obrero Cooperative, founded in 1905. First non-
European entity to be accepted as a member of the ICA (1910).
(1913) First collective housing built by the cooperative.

Photo: Archivo Histérico del Cooperativismo Argentino/ EHO.

Progreso Agricola. El Progreso Agricola (Pigué, Buenos Aires),
founded in 1898.

Photo: Archivo Histérico del Cooperativismo Argentino / Museo Histérico Piglué.

Reverendo William Casnodyn Rhys director

of Cooperativa del Valle del Rio Chubut
represented Argentina in the founding Congress
of the International Cooperative Alliance in
1895. The first cooperative experiences in

the country were in the last decades of the
19th century, and were linked to European
Immigrants who contributed not only to

work techniques and procedures, but also
cooperative traditions and organisations. There
were approximately 60 cooperatives in the

late 19th century that were faced with similar
discussions as were taking place at the time in
Europe.
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Portrait d’Alphonse Desjardins, A.R. Roy, vers 1890
Caisse populaire Desjardins de Maria, 1909

Caisse populaire Desjardins de Saint-Jéerome (Métabetchouan),
année inconnue

Archives du Mouvement Desjardins

M/s F.s. Simms & Co Profit Sharing
Brushmakers, M/s T.W. Bushill & Songs Profit-
sharing manufacturing stationers, and the WM
Davies Co. Ltd. Profit sharing bacon curers
were the adherents to the ICA previous to

the meeting of the first Congress. The 1st

ICA Congress noted the flourishing purchase
of cheese by French wholesale cooperative
societies from cooperative factories in Canada
and the United States.

Finland

Prof. Hannes Gebhard and
Mrs. Hedvig Gebhard are
hailed as the father and
the mother of the Finnish
cooperative movement.
Hannes was the founder
and chairman of the Board
of Pellervo. Hedvig was
one of the first women
members in the Parliament
of Finland since 1907. At
that time Finland was an
autonomous part of the
Russian Empire (Grand Principality of Finland)
and got its independence in 1917. Hannes

and Hedvig Gebhard were travelling abroad
studying the cooperative business models in
Germany, UK and France. Those relationships
and connections may have been the reason for
Pellervo to join to the International Cooperative
Alliance so early as 1902.

President of France Giscard d’Estaing welcoming delegates
to 1976 Paris ICA Congress.

Courtesy: Cooperative Heritage Trust

France sent a delegation of 14 persons to
the 1st international Congress. The success
of the 1889 French Congress in bringing
visitors from various countries in Europe is
seen as a concrete step towards the birth of
the international cooperative movement. The
1st Congress noted that it was Louis Blanc
who first made the term “solidarity” familiar,
and it also noted France as the fertile land of
iIdeas. Successful examples of cooperation,
particularly workers, and production
cooperatives were shared. The 2nd, 4th, 15th,
19th and 26th editions of the ICA Congress
were held in Paris, France.
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Austria
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Post war reconstruction-cooperative housing estate set up by
refugees near Linz in 1953

A large part of the journey towards the creation
of the International Cooperative Alliance was
based on the mutual correspondence, travels
and exchanges among cooperators of different
countries, mainly in Europe. Cooperators of the
erstwhile Austro-Hungarian empire played a
crucial role in maintaining meaningful contacts
with cooperators from “abroad”, particularly in
and after the 1870s, 20 years after the founding
of the first credit cooperative in Klagenfurt

In 1851. Detailed accounts concerning
cooperatives in Austria and Hungary were
received by the 1st Congress.

Women spinning thread under the logo Gung-Ho

As field secretary Rewi Alley regularly travelled thousands
of kilometres, often by hitch-hiking or bicycle.

Courtesy: New Zealand China Friendship Society and www.Worldoforigins.org

Gung Ho is the slogan and nickname of the
International Committee for the Promotion of
Chinese Industrial Cooperatives, a project
founded by Rewi Alley to foster genuine
democratic cooperatives in various parts of
China. The New Zealand China Friendship
Society supports this movement both materially
and morally as one of our major projects.

The Chinese name for “China Industrial
Cooperatives” was Zhongguo Gongye
Hezhoushe. This was abbreviated as Gong
He (the first characters for the two words for
“Industrial Cooperatives”), or “Gung Ho”, as

It was then written. In 1938, Rewi Alley, Peg
and Edgar Snow, and some other friends in
Shanghal together set up an International
Committee for the Promotion of Chinese
Industrial Cooperatives. At that time, the
Japanese invaders had already captured most
of China’s industrial cities and looked to occupy
all of China in the near future.

Germany

R R

Central office of the Volksbank Weiden (1940). Due to numerous
mergers, the bank is today called Volksbank Raiffeisenbank
Nordoberpfalz eG.

Photographer/Copyright: GIZ Berlin

Raiffeisen inspired many pioneers who set up banks or credit
unions at the beginning of the 20th century. He created the first
credit union in 1862 and went on to inspire many.

Cooperative History Institute (Stiftung GIZ ¢« Genossenschaftshistorisches Informationszentrum

A publication on the People’s banks in Germany
prompted cooperators in the early 1890s to
extend the scope of the ICA to the banking
sector. The German delegation could not
participate in the 1st Congress due to the dates
which clashed with the German Cooperative
Congress. The 8th, 24th and the 28th editions
of the ICA Congresses were held in Germany Iin
1910, 1969 and 1984 respectively.

Czech Republic

Belgium

The 1st International Cooperative Congress
was attended by 5 Belgians including Mr. &
Mrs. Charles De Queker of the Federation des
Banques Populaires. The success of people’s
banks, particularly the 1st such bank in Liege
iIn 1869, and their benefits to agriculturists was
noted by the Congress. It also noted the law did
not recognize cooperatives until 1873 when the
repeated appeals from the Belgian Federation
of People’s Banks, helped stimulate further the
cooperative movement in the country. The 11th
ICA Congress 1924 was held in Ghent.
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1st Cooperative Act, First Headquarters, Act No. 70 of the Imperial
Code of 1873 on Communities for the Promotion of Trade and
Economy.

House in StaSov, where one of the first consumer cooperatives in
the territory of the Czech Republic - Bee Cooperative was founded
in 1905.

The 1st Congress of the ICA noted the
presence of 10 Industrial Productive Societies
that used Czech as their business language
and identified a Czech federation of credit
cooperatives and a Slav Cooperative union of
credit associations. The Congress also noted
the existence of certain cooperatives that
promoted Czech literature and drama. The 17th
ICA Congress was held in Prague in 1948.

Read the complete
testimonies sent
by our members
and friends

Early days of IFFCO which recently marked its 50th anniversary.

Dr Pranab Mukherjee, the 13th President of the Republic of India
presided over the 16th National Cooperative Congress in 2013.
Seen also, Dame Pauline Green the then president of ICA and Mr.
Sharad Pawar, the then Minister of Agriculture.

The Indian delegation at the 1st ICA Congress
was represented by Mr. Krishna Menon, a
student at the College of Agriculture, Madras
who was introduced as another evidence of
the international character of the congress.

Mr. Menon pointed out that labour in India,
particularly agricultural labour, was not fairly
remunerated because of the alteration brought
In by the administrative rules by the British
Indian government to the system of profit-
sharing with landowners and community
participation. He urged the congress to

make widely known the principles it was
advocating and the advantages and benefits of
cooperation. Dadabhoy Naoroji, the first Indian
to have been elected to the House of Commons
In the UK was an adherent to the 1st Congress.
India has a tradition of convening its national
cooperative congresses that take place once
every five years

Bulgaria
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Original seal of the first cooperative society in Bulgaria, 1890,
Mirkovo, Sofia District.

Headquarters of CCU, Bulgaria: The Central Cooperative
Union unites, protects, and represents the interests of 115 000
cooperative members, 27 cooperative unions, 673 cooperative
societies and 5000 employees.

The first Bulgarian cooperative society —
Agricultural Savings Society «Oralo» - was
established in Mirkovo Village, Sofia District

In 1890 by the revival Bulgarian leaders Todor
Yonchev and Todor Vlaykov. In 1902 the
Bulgarian cooperative movement became

one of the first members of the International
Cooperative Alliance. The Central Cooperative
Union was founded in 1947 at the initiative of
eight branch cooperative unions.

Colombia

The emblematic photo of Colonel Pinzon
signing the act of constitution of Ascoop takes
us back 60 years to 6 August 1960, when 105
cooperators met in Cali to create the Colombian
Association of Cooperatives, convinced of

how much a country with so much inequality,
Inequity and marginality needed cooperativism.

Cinisello Balsamo bricklayers (1910).

Big party for the inauguration of the Fontanone Hydroelectric
Plant, the development engine of the Alto But in Friuli, Italy (1913).

Representatives of Confcooperative met President of the Italian
Republic Luigi Einaudi in 1950, the advocate of Article 45

of the Italian Constitution, which recognizes the social function
of cooperatives. There were three national organizations in Italy:
AGCI, Confcooperative, and Legacoop until 2020, they merged
into one named the Italian Cooperative Alliance in 2021.

The «Filippo Corridoni» port company, active since 1930,
operates mainly in the ports of Olbia and Golfo Aranci, in Sardinia

Courtesy: Alleanza Cooperative Italiane

Five cooperators and two journalists from
Rome, Milan and Cremona participated in the
1st ICA Congress in London. Mr. Enea Cavalieri
led the delegation and conveyed Italy’s support
to convening reqgular international congresses.
The successful example of cooperation among
workmen’s associations, and the working

of cooperative banks was discussed at the
Congress. The 7th ICA Congress 1907 was
held in Cremona.




Approximately 200 persons from 14 countries participated
In the 1st International Cooperative Congress and formed
the International Cooperative Alliance.

The ICA marked its 125th anniversary in 2020 and in the run

up to the 33rd World Cooperative Congress, we are sharing thematic
contributions by members of the ICA some of whom were represented
during Its creation in 1895.

Japan
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A bandwagon promoting the enactment of the Co-op Law, which in
1948 gave the Japanese consumer co-op movement an important
foothold.

A scene from a cookery course in the 1950s.

In the early 1980s, there were widespread calls from retailers
to regulate consumer cooperatives. JCCU organised a number
of rallies and collected petition signatures to oppose unfair
regulations.

Courtesy: Japan Consumers Cooperative Union

Japan has been on the forefront of promoting
cooperatives in Asia and Pacific for several
decades. Strong cooperatives ply in sectors
such as agriculture, consumer and health,
Insurance, among others. Japanese
cooperatives are among the pioneers who
developed students-led cooperatives in the
AP region. The 30th ICA Congress in Tokyo
was a milestone for the ICA in more than one
way. It was the first time the world cooperative
Congress was convened in Asia, and an
Important event in history for the ICA pursuit of
sustainable development gained momentum
here, which eventually led to the formulation
and addition of the 7th cooperative principle
on Concern for the Community - Cooperative
work for the sustainable development of their
communities through policies approved by their
members.
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ICA Congress in 1980 Moscow.

lI-nd All-Union Bookselling Conference of Consumer Cooperation
(1928).

Zaraisk factory of Centrosoyuz. Sewing department (1918).

M. de Keussler of St. Petersburg was one of
the Honorary President of the 1st International
Cooperative Congress, and S.J. Rapoport,
London correspondent of The Novosti attended
the 1st International Congress. J.C. Gray

of the Cooperative Union of Great Britain
iInformed the Congress of the “bravery of
Russian hopefulness” while referring to Russia.
Representatives of the Russian cooperation,
who attended the first ICA congresses, were
highly interested in foreign cooperation and
thoroughly learned its experience, as key types
of cooperatives in Russia were originally based
on the models of Rochdale, Schulze-Delitzsch
and Raiffeisen. The 27th ICA Congress in 1980
was held in Moscow.

The Netherlands
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Former Boerenleenbank and mobile Raiffeisen branch.
The apex is Rabobank Nederland (merger between RAiffeisen
and BOerenleenbanken in 1972).

Three persons from Holland participated in

the first Congress including representatives of
Hoofdbestune van Eigen Hulp Gravenhage.
Dutch cooperators were part of the annual
meeting that coined the proposed name of the
ICA as such in 1893. The 1st Congress noted
the success of Dutch agriculture and remarked
at the work of M.A. Kerdyle a Dutch cooperator
and later member of the Dutch parliament.
Noteworthy is the Congress’s notig of Eigenhulp
or self-help of cooperative unions formed in the
Netherlands in the 19th century.
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Current offices of the ICA Africa (2021).

The ICA Africa Is currently seated in Nairobi,
Kenya and represents 39 member organizations
from 23 countries (2021). The cooperative
method, which by the early 1900s proved so
valuable to Europeans, the Americas and Asia,
had also permeated through to Africa in as early
as 1908 when the Lumbwa cooperative society.
By the 1920s, two major national bodies
functioned - the Kenyan Farmers Cooperative
Association and the National Creameries
Cooperative. The advent of the first cooperative
ordinance in 1931 The period from 1931 to
1969 witnessed the registration of close to
2000 cooperatives in Kenya. The colonial policy
of growing cash crops following the Swynnerton
Plan was influential in the surge in numbers,
and just as seen in many countries in erstwhile
colonies, cooperatives and cooperators played
an important role in securing self-rule and
Independence of their nations.

Stockholm Congress 1957.

Courtesy of Cooperative Heritage Trust.

HSB Hyresgasternas
sparkasse - och
byggnadsforening; «the
Savings and Construction
Association of the Tenants»

From the workplace
in KV Fatet

' Sweden has played
' a leadership role par-
excellence in the ICA.
Among its many contributions, including hosting
the ICA Congresses in 1927, 1957 and 1988 in
Stockholm, the Swedish cooperative movement
were among the pioneers who took work of the
|ICA to other parts of the world, notably, with
their support and leadership in developing the
|CA Regional Office and Education Center for
South East Asia (later ICA Asia and Pacific)
following missions at the time by Dr. G. Keller.

Read the complete
testimonies sent
by our members
and friends
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SPECC co-founded the
Mational Confederation of Cooperatives (NATCCOD)

Formerly known as Matlonal Assoclation of Tralning Centers for Cooperatives”

ANNIVERSARY

The travels of Dr. Jose P. Rizal and Gov.
Teodoro Sandiko to Europe in the 19th century
helped the cooperative idea traverse the Pacific
and reach the Philippines in the late 19th and
early 20th century. Teodoro Sandiko, then
governor of Bulacan, prepared a bill patterned
after the Raiffeisen type of credit union and had
Rep. Albert Barreto of Zambales sponsored

the bill in the lower House of Congress where

It was supported unanimously. The bill failed

to become law as the Philippines Commission
turned it down. The bill was later presented in
both Houses was finally passed into law on
February 11, 1914 and became Act 2508. When
this Act was finally made into law, Gov. Sandiko
earned the title, Father of Cooperation in this
country.
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“The House under the Eagles”, constructed in 1913-1917 as the
seat of the Bank of Cooperative Societies, was one of the few

buildings in the centre of Warsaw to survive World War Il. (1920s).

Stanistaw Wojciechowski (1869-1953), co-founder of the
consumer cooperatives, cooperative historian and researcher.
In 1922-1926 he was the second President of the independent
Republic of Poland.

Students’ cooperative “Sita” (Strength) in Draganowka (Eastern
Poland, 1930).

Author: Dr. Adam Piechowski National Cooperative Council

The first Polish cooperative, or rather an
organised form of economic cooperation
resembling modern cooperatives, is considered
to be the Hrubieszow Agricultural Society for
Common Rescue in Misfortunes, founded

in 1816 by Stanistaw Staszic. Regular
cooperatives appeared half a century later.
Among the oldest ones were: cooperative bank
under the name Loan Society for Industrialists
of the City of Poznan (1861), on the area of
the German partition, based on the model of H.

Schulze-Delitzsch’s; Rochdale-type consumers’

cooperative «Merkury» (1869) in Warsaw, on
the Russian partition; and from the Austrian

partition a cooperative bank in Brzezany (1864).

The 25th ICA Congress in 1972 was held in
Poland.

Spain

The first cooperative of the MONDRAGON Corporation - ULGOR
Early MONDRAGON cooperators on a visit to Brussels

The 1%t Congress received a report on the
cooperative movement in Spain by Joaquin
Diaz de Rabago, Directeur de Banco de
Espana and honorary vice president of the
Congress, where the Congress noted, among
other things, the existence of La Union Obrera
Balear whose objectives were the mutual

association of workers, the creation of provident

funds, the establishment of production and
distribution societies, as well as schools
Including medical clubs and the establishment
of Montepios for needy workmen, creation of
credit banks and the foundation of asylums
and orphans. The Congress also noted the
existence of cooperatives whose object was
not economic, such as La Cooperativa de
Parcent in Alicante founded in 1892. Spain is
also home to the MONDRAGON Corporation
based in the Basque country. It was founded In
the town of Mondragon in 1956 by José Maria
Arizmendiarrieta and a group of his students at
a technical college he founded. Its first product
was paraffin heaters.

Bournemouth Congress (1963).

Courtesy of the Cooperative Heritage Trust

The British Cooperative movement has

had many contributions to the cooperatives
worldwide. Often considered as the cradle
of cooperation, the work and commitment of
cooperators from Rochdale and the whole
of Britain, in the internationalisation of the
cooperative movement has been remarkable.
Not only did the 1t international cooperative
Congress take place here, the centennial
Congress was also celebrated in the UK In
1995 which gave us the ICA Statement on
the Cooperative Identity. In total, the UK has
hosted 5 of the 32 International Cooperative
Congresses hosted thus far.

Republic of Korea

Pioneers of the Agricultural Cooperative in the 1960’s.

Courtesy of the NH Economic Research Institute

Pioneers were the activists who contributed to
the settlement of the agricultural cooperative
movement by promoting village cooperatives
In the rural area during the early period. They
concentrated in emphasizing the necessity of
‘agricultural cooperative’ among poor farmers
In order to enlighten them for improvement

of lives and farming. The federation provided
bicycles to these agents to be used for on-site
education.

The National Agricultural Cooperative
Federation (NACF) launched a new vision for
2020-2025, in order to actively adapt to the
rapidly changing environments and to build a
foundation on which agriculture, rural area and
farmer may achieve sustainable growth.

The vision, ‘100 years, Together with
Nonghyup,’ pictures a future where agriculture
and farmers are respected and rural area
becomes the hope for the society.

Switzerland

Inauguration of the «Freidorf», a model housing cooperative
for collaborators of consumer cooperatives and affiliated
organisations, 1921 during the ICA congress at Basel”
photos by Th. Hoffmann, Basel.

Picture credits: StABL, PA6438 (State archives Baselland)

Swiss cooperators Herr Rector ABT, Vice
president of Verbandes Ostchweiz Landw.
Genossenchaften Bunzen, and Herr. Schramli
Steinmann attended the first ICA Congress
where the Swiss examples of democracy and
referendums were hailed. Switzerland was
among the few countries that actively pursued
the creation of an international alliance In

the 1870s. The 10th, 16th, and the 21st ICA
Congresses were held in Switzerland in Basel
(1921), Zurich (1946), and Lausanne (1960)
respectively.
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Records of the Rural Electrlflcatlon Admlnlstratlon
Record Group 221; National Archives at College Park, MD.

Library of Congress, Prints & Photographs Division, FSA/OWI
Collection.

Eight persons from the USA attended the 1*
International Cooperative Congress, including
John Hollander from John Hopkins University,
Baltimore. Mr. Dana Horton was among

those who called on for the 1st international
congregation of cooperatives in 1894.

The Congress noted the publication of the 1888
book titled “Co-operation in the United States”
by John Hopkins Press and the existence

of among other cooperatives with sizeable
membership, the Johnson County Cooperative
with a capital of USD 100,000 and a surplus
fund of USD 28,000.



